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1.0 Welcome 

1.1 Linda welcomed all present to the meeting.  The group from Forfar Academy were delayed and 

did not arrive until approximately half way through the meeting. 

2.0 Introduction to the meeting theme 

2.1 Diarmaid Lawlor introduced the meeting theme.  The Scottish Government is committed to the 

early years agenda.  It is also committed to place and design.  It is an ambition of Scottish 

Government to make Scotland the best place in the world to grow up.  What does this mean for 

places, the way we make them, manage them and change them, and how are young people 

involved? 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child highlights  ‘the 3Ps’ that we should be looking to 

integrate into planning and other policies.  These are Protection of young people from harm; 

Provision of opportunities for young people and opportunities for young people to Participate in 

the life of their places.  Participation is about having a voice, being part of the active process of 

change. 
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The idea of participation recognises that the people in our communities are the true experts 

about their own lives and know the most about their own surroundings.  Tapping their expertise 

and insight through meaningful engagement is key to finding out what works best in any given 

context. 

But, how well do we do participation?  Do we use participation, active conversation in shaping the 

brief for change as a practical tool for design and changing places?  Or do we come up ideas 

and consult with people after the opportunity for influencing things is done? 

2.2 The focus of the Cross Party Group is to hear the voice of young people from different Scottish 

places about how they see participation, how they feel involved in changing places.  The meeting 

will invite debate on how to do participation more often with more people as a pragmatic way of 

creating sustainable change in Scottish places. 

3.0 What would make Pilton the best place in Scotland to grow up 

3.1 Diarmaid introduced a group of young people from Pilton - Millie, Jemma, Jonnie, Barbara Ann, 

Nicole, Courtney and Amy Lee 

3.2 This group of young people from Pilton in Edinburgh worked with the charity Circle on their views 

of what makes where they live a great place.  They also participated in the Our Natural Capital 

project, facilitated by Daisy Chain Associates with partners. 

3.3 The young people spoke about their area “it’s safe and not so much trouble as people make out; 

people are there for you; it’s easy to make friends”.  They suggested more community things, 

particularly for teenagers and more places to meet might improve the area for them.   

4.0 Participation driven design with Young People 

4.1 Diarmaid introduced Hanneke Scott van-Wel of Stone Opera, she is an architect and teaches in 

schools.   

4.2 Hanneke outlined a number of particular projects including one in relation to the new 

Boroughmuir High School and the NHS Sick Kids’ Hospital in Edinburgh.  She talked about a 

parkour event which engaged young people in public space.  She highlighted the importance of 

developing “toolkits” which encourage children and young people to investigate and develop 

thoughts and solutions on public spaces.  Toolkits such as using cardboard boxes to create 

shapes and spaces after all everyone (even adults) like “building blocks”.  

4.3 Hanneke highlighted it is important to engage young people in a meaningful way and she 

referred to deep frustration when ideas and action were stalled, reports ended up on the shelf 

due to lack of commitment, resources or political will.  She concluded that our young people are 

the citizens of today and not tomorrow. 

5.0 Policies for Making Young People Places 

5.1 Diarmaid introduced Jenny Woods from Heriot Watt University and a Planning Aid for Scotland 

volunteer.   
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5.2 Jenny spoke about the Scottish planning system and children’s rights.  She referred to the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which identifies the “3 Ps” Protection, Provision, 

Participation, in particular she highlighted Article 12 which requires meaningful participation, 

Article 31 Play and Leisure, Article 13 Freedom of Expression and Article 15 Right to Gather 

in Public.   

5.3 Jenny then compared these with our current situation, highlighting that planning is “an adult 

service” and noting the inaccessibility of our current planning documents.  She identified the 

“Child Friendly Cities Initiatives” which requires the following aspects of engaging children in 

cities:- 

• Holistic approach 

• Integral approach 

• Intergenerational approach 

• Importance of participation of children and youth 

• Dynamic trade and the continuous challenge 

5.4 She noted that no city in Scotland has signed up to this initiative.  Many of the child friendly city 

aspects such as walkable, community feeling, litter free etc are also very appropriate in the 

context of sustainable city design solutions.   

5.5 There is a very clear connection between opportunities for children to be involved in planning and 

fulfilment of the National Curriculum for Excellence which aspires for all young people to be:- 

• Confident individuals 

• Effective contributors 

• Responsible citizens 

• Successful learners 

6.0 New Urban Voices: Young People as Leaders of Change in Places 

6.1 Diarmaid introduced a group of young people from Forfar Academy  - Katie Valentine, Katie 

Chalmers, Chloe, Elliot, Mikaela, Lewis who worked with Space Unlimited on the new Urban 

Voices project which intended to give young people the space and support to build a stronger 

voice and more leadership in transforming the places where they live. 

6.2 The children told how they have participated in the design of the school campus and had put 

forward new ideas such as eco garden and new reception areas.  Originally interested in “going 

along for a skive” the young people soon realised that they could play a part and be proud of their 

achievement “I contributed to this, this is my idea”.  They were also able to change perceptions of 

how children are judged because of their behaviour. The young people particularly enjoyed the 

session with the design team for the project. They have had the opportunity to explain their views 

to other young people in the school and some of them were now keen to get involved. 

7.0 Discussion 

7.1 There was a significant period of discussion in which Linda encouraged all of the young people 

present to take part.  She ensured that any questions or points raised were addressed to the 
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young people and they were given the opportunity to respond to these. 

7.2 A number of key points have been identified based on the discussions and presentations which 

took place as follows: 

• Promote greater awareness of the rights of young people to change places by participation 

building on existing excellent work by organisations across Scotland 

• Support parliamentary discussion on the Children and Young People’s Bill as it relates to the 

issue of ‘place’ and the role of young people in changing it by deign through participation 

• Encourage Scottish places to become part of the  ‘Child Friendly Cities’ initiative with meaningful 

opportunities for young people to participate 

• Promote design and participation skills as they relate to place and building within Curriculum for 

Excellence, and use the Curriculum as a means of engaging young people in their local places 

• Promote practical and evidenced methods of design led participation for young people and 

organisations to initiate and test change  

• Capture and celebrate examples of good practice in participation led design by and with young 

people across Scotland as a means of celebrating success and encouraging a more consistent 

practice in participation 

• Promote participation as a core element of all public built environment investment with decision 

making processes that meaningfully consider the participation outcomes 

• Promote leadership development in young people as a support to participation projects to share 

the learning with other young people and organisations 

• Build positive awareness campaigns to tackle the perception of places, and the lives of people in 

them, and promote the facilitation of greater connections between communities in different 

places as learning opportunities 

7.3 Diarmaid expressed frustration that we do not listen often enough.  He referred to A+DS 

“Learning Towns” programme and recalled an example where a child’s observation that “the 

island is my school” led to a radical review of how his school environment might be designed. 

7.4 He reminded people that the idea of participation recognises that people are the experts about 

their own lives and they are best placed to inform change design of their surroundings.  The 

importance of participation was captured in a closing comment from one of the young 

contributors to the debate who remarked that “if I know that I helped to make it, I’m going to want 

to stay and be more responsible”. 

8.0 Close of Meeting 

8.1 Linda advised people that the Forfar Academy pupils had brought some models and graphic 

information from their workshop sessions and this was on display outside the room. 

8.2 She also highlighted that information was available on the following 

• Planning Aid for Scotland - Young Placemakers initiative 



CROSS PARTY GROUP on ARCHITECTURE + the BUILT ENVIRONMENT page 6 of 6 

• Our Natural Capital programme 

• Children’s Parliament Eco City projects 

8.3 Linda thanked A+DS and Planning Aid for Scotland for organising this event, thanked the 

speakers and particularly the young people for attending.   


